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in view of the aggressive policy of the Normans, the Eastern
Emperor had to be continually alert on his western frontiers •
an offensive against them was perhaps his best method of
defence. But he had already advanced beyond that, In
spite of the hopeless failure of his first attempt, he was still
•wedded to his idea of reuniting the two Empires by the
acquisition of Italy, and the conflict of Empire and Papacy
seemed to give him his opportunity. His efforts in this
direction were worse than useless. Frederick Barbarossa
was us hostile as were the Normans ; the Papacy, again allied
with the Normans, would never consent to the loss of its
suzerainty over South Italy ; and the Venetians were alarmed
for their dominance of the Adriatic by the Byzantine occu-
pation of Ancona and then of Palmutm on the opposite coast.
Yet Manuel persisted in his hoprlcss attempt in the West,
and thereby wasted time and resources that would have been
better employed in the East. His attention alternated first
to this side and then to that, us opportunities presented
themselves to his sanguine mind. Kn<*«#in# on both fronts
with tortuous negotiations and sometimes with armed expe-
ditions, he actually formed almost the solo point of contact
between East and West; and the story of their relations
during these years is the main part of the history of the
Eastern Empire,
The Second Crusade had interrupted the Eastern policy
of Manuel, at a moment when his hold on Ciltcia and Antioch
was becoming established. Thanks to Roger II of Sieily he
was prevented for some years from taking it in hand again.
He had first of all to deal with Roger's invasion of Greece,-
then with a revolt of the Serbs engineered by Roger's agents,
and finally with a Hungarian war also probably due; to the
diplomatic intrigues of the Norman, When at last he made
peace -with the Hungarian king (Jem II in 1155, he had
embarked on his counter-offensive against Ro#<*r\s successor,
William I, so that until 1157 his interest was uhnost wholly
confined to the West. This was the more unfortunate, since
during these years the principality of Antioch* hard pressed
by Nuraddin and attacked also from the north by the sultan
of leomum, was anxious for his assistance anel willing to pay
his price. At the same time the Armenians in Cilicia
ireasserted their independence* Thoros II, the son of Leo I

